THOUGHTS AND  FANCIES
hope some reply will be given to it: What was
the real reason for not giving belligerent rights ?
It seemed the natural thing to do, according to
precedent. The only defence I have so far heard
is that circumstances were different because there
was intervention by other Powers. Why was
that ? Why should it have made a difference ?
I cannot help thinking, as has already been said,
that the real reason was that we could not get
the French to agree and we did not like to go
ahead without diem. If there is another and a
better reason, I shall be glad to hear it.
When I see accounts of military dangers of
the future resulting from the present position in
Spain, I cannot help thinking that some people
have apparently forgotten that there is such a
thing as a French fleet, let alone a British one,
and that if French communications can be cut,
so can Italian ; that if Africa is to be the scene
of possible operations in the future, Africa can
be reached from the Atlantic as well as from the
Mediterranean. I do not expect any such con-
dition to arise, but it is purely futile to suppose
that all the dangers are against us or against
France and none against any one else. I should
like to add that, if Portugal had been overrun
and had become a Soviet State, our position in
the Atlantic would have been very different
from what it has always been. I do hope we
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